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A few weeks ago on December 6th, I wrote on the ethics of the Pfizer and Moderna COVID-

19 vaccines. Essentially, I stated emphatically that Christians can in good conscience take 

the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines because any material cooperation with evil is too remote 

to be of any serious moral concern.  
 

But because of some flawed arguments still floating around some Catholic circles on social 

media, it is important that I reiterate once again that it is morally permissible for Catholics to 

get a COVID-19 vaccine along the lines of what’s below. To put your mind at ease, here 

are a few points and articles that help to clear the fog.  

1.) Isn’t getting a vaccine cooperation with evil?   In this article Fr. Schneider deftly teaches 

on the relevant categories of cooperation with evil and explains just how many steps 

removed getting a vaccine is to and from original evil. He then outlines twelve things that 

we do in normal life that constitute greater cooperation with evil than getting a COVID 

vaccine. I think you’ll be shocked. The Church teaches that formal cooperation with evil is 

always wrong. But very remote material cooperation is so common today that it’s almost 

impossible to avoid. This article reduces to absurdity the flawed logic of those who would 

challenge the ethical permissibility of taking the vaccine. Give it a read. 

www.patheos.com/blogs/throughcatholiclenses/2020/12/12- things-less-remote-

cooperation-in-evil-than-covid-vaccines/  

2.) But Father, what about some bishops and Catholic commentators I like who are still 

saying it’s morally wrong to take any of these vaccines?   Even bishops are wrong when 

they contradict official Church teaching on bioethics. Yes, one can be 100% pro-life and still 

believe it’s moral to get a vaccine. One of my favorite commentators wrote a devastating 

critique of a public statement by some bishops posted on the website of Crisis Magazine. I 

don’t believe these bishops were intentionally trying to disagree with Church teaching. I 

believe they are sincere, but in this case they are sincerely wrong in their disagreement and 

application of Church teaching. www.catholicculture.org/commentary/corrective-to-

schneiderstatement-on-covid-vaccines/  

 

3.) What does the Church actually teach?   I’m glad you asked.  The Church has spoken 

several times on this precise topic of the ethics of vaccines developed from cell lines in 

2005, 2008 and now 2020. On Monday December 21st, the Vatican through the 

authoritative Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith just published this Doctrinal Note 

which in a very short way reiterates the Church’s teaching here and applies it to the COVID

-19 vaccines. Please give it a read.        
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Continued: 

Of course this is notwithstanding the earlier statement of the US Bishops Committee on 

Doctrine and the sound statement of the reputable National Catholic Bioethics Center 

which essentially say the same thing.  

www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/

rc_con_cfaith_doc_20201221_nota-vaccini-anticovid_ en.html  

www.usccb.org/resources/memo-to-bishops-on-vaccines-forcovid-19.pdf  

static1.squarespace.com/static/5e3ada1a6a2e8d6a131d1dcd/

t/5fd3ce39e679895094dd1e49/1607716409962/NCBCVaccineStatementFINAL.pdf  

 

4.) Are all vaccines the same in their cooperation with evil?   No.   While the vaccines 

produced by Pfizer and Moderna are morally acceptable, vaccines produced by 

AstraZeneca w/Oxford and Johnson and Johnson/Janssen Res and Devel, Inc, and 

Novavax, are more problematic because these companies actually use aborted fetal cell 

lines in the production of their vaccines. But even the Vatican teaches that if there is no 

other vaccine available, then it would be moral to take one of these. But given the 

presumed availability of the uncontroversial vaccines in the United States, I would strongly 

recommend against taking any of these problematic ones if others are available.  

 

5.) Is it morally obligatory to get the COVID-19 vaccination?   No way.   That is also 

explained in the Vatican note. Just because it is morally acceptable to take a vaccine, that 

does not at all entail that we are obligated to get one. In fact, part of the real controversy 

around these vaccines is the potential of government mandating them or people using 

vaccination as a power tool to manipulate people. The decision as to whether or not to get 

a vaccine is a very personal decision that no one can take from you. To be clear, I’m not 

commenting at all on the medical risks or benefits of these vaccines. I believe that people 

can weigh those risks and benefits by talking to their doctor.  

 

In the end, please disregard (and stop passing along) content that unwittingly creates false 

guilt and confusion in the faithful saying that getting these vaccines is evil, even if such 

content appeals to our healthy pro-life convictions.   The good news is that we have 

vaccines available that can really save lives from this virus and possibly end this pandemic. 

In this sense many people getting a vaccine can really promote the common good. If 

you’re wanting to get a vaccine, search out your options and be at peace. If you’re not 

wanting one, that’s fine too, but allow others to be at peace if they choose to get one.  

Your servant in the Lord,  

Fr. Mathias  
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